
Dear Trinity,

Earlier this month, I visited a family who keeps the practice of measuring everyone’s

height on the doorway. The lines of black sharpie track how much the children are

growing, but someone had even added one mark low to the ground, where the dog

smiled up, as big as it would ever get.

Taking in the whole display, it was surprising to see how much growth sometimes

happened in such a short amount of time. Lines were sizable inches apart, but dates

were separated by mere months; lines inching closer to the ceiling, the closer they

got to the present. I marveled at the idea of expanding bone and layers of muscle,

healed scars and summer memories, so much packed into space between two

inches and two months.

I could also imagine the parents’ stress with back-to-school shopping and trying to

find shoes when the old ones no longer fit, and the new ones will last only until the

next growth spurt. Sometimes, growth can feel like bad timing, lop-sided or gangly

or awkward, even when we’re grateful for it and feel stronger in the end.

It makes me wonder how we welcome such growth in our church. When we hire new

staff and expand personnel, when we decide it’s time for updated TVs in Sunday

School classrooms fit for the digital age, when we welcome new worshippers —

there can be growing pains and extra expenses and newfound questions.

It’s tempting to view growth as a solution. “If I was another foot taller, I could reach

that shelf.” “If more people joined our congregation, we could afford more

resources.” But growth isn’t a solution. We already have the tools we need for this

moment of discovery and growth. Ultimately, growth is an extension of who we

already are, not rescue from inadequacies we fear. And I’m so grateful to

accompany Trinity in achieving the fullest expression of who we already are, as a

living community of Christ.
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Fall Worship Schedule
Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship 

Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Community Time (Prayer Time, Coffee + Treats)

9:00 a.m. - Worship
10:00 a.m. - Community Time (Sunday School, Adult Education,

Small Groups, Coffee + Treats)
 

Worship online anytime @ trinityfort.org
New services every Sunday at 8 am

 
 

Christmas Program Planning
Sun. Oct. 9 at 11am - Brunch
Wed. Oct. 19 at 5pm - Dinner

Come to one or both meetings! 
If planning to attend, email

pastormadeline@trinityfort.org 
or tell Pastor Madeline, and please let us know if you

need childcare arrangements during the meeting, and we
will provide!



Book Discussion
Wednesdays @ 1:00,
Large Group
Classroom.

"There have never yet
been, nor are there
now, too many good
books."

 MARTIN LUTHER

Faith Formation

Sunday School 4K-6
@ 10:00/after worship, 
Sanctuary

Sunday Adult
Education @ 10:15,
Large Group
Classroom.

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

Women's Bible
Study @ 1:00 pm,
kitchen.
3rd Wednesday of
every month

      Wednesday book group is reading Anxious for Nothing by pastor and
author Max Lacado. The book overview states: Pastor Lacado “shares the
story of the apostle Paul in a new light, giving us everyday insights into
how we can all replace our angst and trepidation with true gratitude and
peace.”  
     Come join Candy, Terry and Maria as they discuss this book several
chapters at a time. Cost for the paperback is $10, but as always, the church
will help with the cost if needed. 

Book Discussion

Advent Devotions
Prepare your heart for the gift of Jesus by following daily readings in The Way
of Love Bible Challenge. We’ll meet over lunch on Mondays for discussion. 
 Sign up now for your copy of the devotion book by emailing
office@trinityfort.org. Cost is $13 and, as always, the church will help with
cost if needed. Registration closes October 19. 
             Meeting Dates: November 7, 14, 21 and December 5 and 12.
             Meeting Time: 12 – 1 pm 
             Meeting Location: Large Group Classroom
Bring your lunch! Bring a friend! Let’s grow in the love of God!

All Bible studies with Pastor Amy are open to everyone, no previous
experience necessary. Come for one, stay for all.

 Meet rebels of the Bible who break 
the law, the norms, and the expectations.

 

October 2, 9, & 16
10-11 am, Upstairs Classroom

Bible Study w/Pastor Amy

FAITH AS REBELLION

Sunday School
All 4K-6th grade students receive a new bible during worship,
on Bible Sunday, October 9.

Acolyte Training October 9: 5th graders during Sunday School,
will be trained in acolyte duties (candles, offering, trays). The
following Sunday, October 16, together we will bless the new
acolytes and charge them in their responsibilities during
worship.



"The physical presence
of other Christians is a
source of incomparable
joy & strength to the
believer."

 DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

Connections

Women's Retreat
Saturday, 11/5 

Saturday, November 5th
Women's Retreat

 
Come join Julie and Kitty for a relaxing,

rejuvenating, thought provoking, fun weekend!
 

 To sign up, contact Julie, Kitty, or
sign up online at trinityfort.org.

 

Financial assistance is available if needed.

A Cup of TLC
     A Cup of TLC provides you with a midday opportunity to participate in
worship at Trinity along with a chance to visit while enjoying a healthy
lunch. Pastor Amy, Pastor Madeline, Kitty and Julie will take turns leading. 
 All located in the Hearth Room & Kitchenette which means no steps to
navigate and minimal walking required.  Cab Vouchers are available.  

     Meets the first Wednesday of the month starting October 5th at 11 am.
This is designed for those who would enjoy a smaller service or have
mobility issues. RSVP & questions to Kitty or Julie at (920) 563-4145.

Ready to Ring?
The Bell Choir will be rehearsing for the at 10:15 on Sundays in
the balcony. We welcome new members. Contact the office for

info or join us for rehearsal!

"Next to the Word of
God, music deserves
the highest praise."

 MARTIN LUTHER

Music Notes

Choir Practice
Wednesdays @ 7pm,
balcony. New
members welcome!

JOIN US ANYTIME YOU'RE READY!

Worship & Music
Ministry Team meets
10/19 @ 6:30 pm

CHAPEL

Prayer Force.
because prayer changes things

       Members of the Prayer Force pray on their own in response to prayer
requests, which are delivered to their email. The information shared in the
email is supplied by the person making the request. Even when prayer
requests are not specific, we pray. We pray because we trust that God knows
and understands. If you want to join the Prayer Force or have a prayer request
email prayerforcetlc@gmail.com.

    



Serve Trinity! 
Many Volunteer &
Group 
 Opportunities
Available

"We are not yet what
we shall be, but we are
growing toward it, the
process is not yet
finished."

MARTIN LUTHER

Serving

Property meeting
October 4 @ 1 pm
MEET IN LIBRARY

Church Council
Meeting October 25,
6:30 pm
MEET IN LARGE GROUP
CLASSROOM

There will be sign-up sheets on the bulletin board
Email office@trinityfort.org
Call the office  at (920) 563-4145

Many of you ask, "How can I help?"  One simple way to help is to
promptly sign-up for the Volunteer opportunities.  We are in need of
Assisting Ministers, Ushers, Communion Assistants and Greeters. Trinity
welcomes newcomers to each of these roles! Guidance/Training will be
provided. 
 How do I get started?  

 

How Can I Help?

STAR Group Meeting
STAR will be meeting at 1pm on Monday, October, 10. 
We have pews that need our attention  and cards to send!

STAR needs new members. No specific talent needed. Just caring
and sharing for our church community  and local areas. Come
join with us for 2 hours of using our hearts, hands and souls to
spread  God's word.

S.T.A.R. meeting
Oct. 10 @ 1 pm

HEARTH ROOM

Worship Volunteer 
Schedule Notice

 
 

 

We are reinstating a prior process:
By the first week of the month prior to serving if the Volunteer

schedule isn't filled, assignments will be made and communicated. If
you are not able to meet your commitment, please find your own

replacement. 
 

Finance Ministry
Team Meeting
October 11 @ 6 pm

KITCHENETTE



"We are to serve our
neighbors, the actual
human beings whom
God brings into our
lives as we carry out
our daily callings."

 MARTIN LUTHER

Serving

Little Free Pantry
Items Needed:

Toilet Paper 4-packs
Deodorant
Body Soap
Toothbrush - new, 
 sealed in package
Toothpaste

Chicken Pouches
Tuna Pouches
Hearty Soup

October Goal  for the Quarter Jar
$250 or 1,000 quarters!

Every quarter makes a difference.  They add up to education scholarships,
supplies, and safety for girls in Guatemala. 

Upavim Craft Sale before/after Worship 11/22 & 12/4
 

In Case You Didn't Know
For your convenience, Trinity has an "inside" mailbox
located on the wall beside the main office window.  This
is a secure box provided for members to leave
correspondence, offering envelopes, sermon notes, etc. 
 This box is opened by the Church Office daily.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Becky Tuttle is looking for a few volunteers to help sort
donated children's clothing and change out seasonal clothes. 
 We need 3 to 4 volunteers for two time slots (about 1-1/2 to 2-
hours each).  She will plan dates according to what works for
volunteers.  Contact the church office if you're able to help. 

 

Trudy's Room

Men's jeans or jogging pants (any size) 
Sleeping bags

The Homeless Coalition of Fort
Atkinson (H.C.F.A.)  is accepting
donations of:

'Like New' condition please (no rips or stains)
Drop off at Trinity.



Volunteers Needed
St. Vincent De Paul can use volunteers of all kinds --
whether you have just a few hours here and there or
would like to volunteer on a regular basis, your help is
appreciated.

We are located at 1525 Summit Drive, Fort Atkinson.
Please consider sharing your time and talents to
support those in need within our community.
Contact Bill Roberts at 920-563-5343. We thank you!

 

FORT ATKINSON FOOD PANTRY
     Some of you may remember attending an
informational meeting about our local food pantry led
by our church representative, Gary Thom. One
initiative he spoke of was ‘Smarty Packs’ and that
seemed to interest a lot of people who wanted to know
how to help.
     Each week the food pantry puts together just over
100 smarty packs to deliver to our local schools. Kids
whose families are experiencing food insecurities find
them in their baskets/lockers at the end of the day,
one day each week. The packs contain items such as
oatmeal, granola bar, instant mac and cheese as well
as other items. These help ensure our students receive
extra nutrition to help them succeed in school. 
     Over 9 million kids in the US experience food
insecurity which often causes learning deficits. I am
proud that our local food pantry is working to help
local students. In the month of October you can help
by donating instant mac and cheese pouches, granola
bars and instant oatmeal packs to help the food pantry
with this initiative. There will be a collection box near
the east entrance and examples of items will be
available. 
     Thanks for your continued generosity supporting
our local food pantry!      

Candy Milan

Fort Food Pantry
Special Request for
"Smarty Pack" items:

Granola Bars
Oatmeal
Instant Mac &        
 Cheese

Volunteers Needed
at St. Vincent
DePaul Store 



RITE OF CONFIRMATION  
      Sunday, October 23

REFORMATION SUNDAY
      Wear the color RED!
      Sunday, October 30

ALL SAINTS DAY 
      Sunday, November 6

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP & PIE FEST
       Tuesday, November 6

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
       "Hanging of the Greens"
       Sunday, November 27, after worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
      Sunday, December 18, during worship

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
      Saturday, December 24  
      Three service options:
       4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 10:00 pm

"God saved us though 
 the water of rebirth
and renewal by the
Holy Spirit."

TITUS 3:5

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Worship Dates
to note:Special Worship Dates



Worship Dates
to note:

Please Note: 
All submissions for the next Tidings are due October 10 to the Office.

THE EASIEST, LEAST EXPENSIVE WAY TO COMMUNICATE HAPPENINGS, EVENTS,
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION QUICKLY IS VIA

EMAIL.  DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS?  LET THE OFFICE KNOW
IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY CHANGE OR IF YOU WANT YOUR EMAIL ADDED FOR

THESE PURPOSES.


