
Dear Trinity, 

I’ve been excited and anxious to get together for in person worship! In the beginning, I 

was determined that our first Sunday back would be an Easter celebration! I’ve since come to 

grasp the reality that worshiping in person will be quite different. I’m planning, with help, input, 

and approval from the council, what we might expect as we return to worship. These plans are 

based on the Badger Bounce Back and are subject to change. 

 

Because we’re a living community of Christ that takes seriously Jesus’ command to 

“Love our Neighbor” as much as we love ourselves, we wait. For the record, ‘waiting’ is not my 

spiritual gift. ☹ But prayer is…and joy…and hope. So I’m keeping busy! 

 

How are you keeping busy? I so enjoyed hearing from you last week. Are you in prayer 

too? I’ve been praying daily at 7 am & 7 pm and hope you will join me this week in particular. 

 

Prayer for 7 am: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer for 7 pm: Lord, as the day draws to a close I lift before you all those who love me: my 

family, my friends, my church, my Pastor. Bless them too! Give strength to those who suffer in 

body, mind, or spirit because of Covid-19. Teach me, everyday, to love my neighbors as much as 

I love myself, and to love you above all things! Amen. 

 

I’ll meet you in spirit at these appointed prayer times. 

 

With love, 

 

Pastor Amy 



Trinity’s App 
Stay in touch with our new church app! Get it by clicking this 
link: https://tithely.app.link/trinity-lutheran-church-fort-atkinson 
 
This brings you to a safe and secure method to get our Trinity's App on 
your smart device!  
 
Be up to date with worship & prayer requests. See our social media posts 
through the app without joining social media! Give directly through the app. 
 

 

Sanitizing Church 

As we all would like to be able to get back together, we need to make sure we sanitize 

the church.  We are having an issue securing sanitizer and sanitizing items.  They are 

impossible to order any online.  If everyone could keep their eyes out for these items we 

greatly appreciate it.  

Thank you, 

Beatrice  

 

Join us for LIFT Lead worship on 5/24! 

 

PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR…..Judy Almquist, Marsha Anderson, Sandy 
Anderson, Nick Bee, Linda Doerr, Kim Hannan, Renee Jensen, Ron 
Kemmerling, Bob Kyle, Phyllis Lang, Dan Morrow, Pam Nicholas, Debbie 
Pierce, Tom Pomraning, Tim Sawyer, Denny Stark, Shelley Scheurm, Ruth 
Smithback, Karen Weber, Donna Weeks, Donald Zuehlke and those we 
name silently in our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tithely.app.link/trinity-lutheran-church-fort-atkinson


 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter (A) – 1 Peter 3:13-22 
Focus:  Hope in Christ 

 

word of life   

“Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope 

that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”  (1 Peter 3:15b-16 NRSV) 

 

Read 1 Peter 3:13-22 

 

There is a certain irony in the question posed at the beginning of this passage:  “Now who will harm you if 

you are eager to do what is good?” (1 Peter 3:13 NRSV)  There are a lot of people who harm those who do 

good.  In fact, the people who received this original letter lived under the threat of persecution.  Their lives 

were in danger because of their intent to do good in the name of Jesus.  Disciples of Jesus Christ follow a 

man who did good in his life, but still died on a cross.  Who will harm a person for doing good?  Again, 

there are plenty who would do so. 

1. Who harms those who do good? 

2. Does this opening question make you want to read more of the passage?  Or do you think this 

author is irrelevant?  Explain your answer. 

 

In actuality, the author reminds the reader that it doesn’t matter if there are people in the world who harm 

those who do good.  This is not about others and their intent to harm.  Following Christ is about staying 

strong in faith despite times of trial, tribulation, and challenge.  It’s about being a witness to Christ even 

when there is difficulty.  That is the witness which will cause others to take note. 

 

Anyone can do good and be pleasant when times are easy. But this passage addresses the response when 

there is undue suffering.  Blessing comes in suffering.  These words echo the Sermon on the Mount when 

Jesus said, “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  (Matthew 5:11-12) 

3. How might someone experience being blessed during times of suffering? 

4. How might suffering bring us closer to Christ? 

 

Christians need not be surprised, nor fearful, nor intimidated when there is persecution or suffering.  Instead 

embrace hope.  This too shall pass.  Hope in the midst of difficulty is like the rainbow shining after a storm 

or the spring flower which blossoms despite the snow.  Living with hope during difficulty is a magnet for 

those who search for meaning in their life.  

 

Thus, the Christian is to be prepared to articulate hope. “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 

who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”  

(1 Peter 3:15b NRSV) 

5. Why should a Christian be always ready to defend the “hope” that is within? 

 

“For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 

God.” (1 Peter 3:18 NRSV)  Christ suffered on our behalf to restore an estranged relationship between 

humanity and God. Thus we have hope not because of a false view of our ability to handle situations of 

suffering, but because we trust in God.  It is God alone who acted on our behalf through Jesus Christ.  

Baptism is a tangible action of God’s claim on us. 

6. How does baptism enhance the hope within? 
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Word among us 

She was in the nursing home for twelve long years as her body’s skeleton curled up.  Her continual pain 

was heart-wrenching.  And yet, when the pastor came to give her the Sacrament of Holy Communion, she 

never complained about her pain.  Instead a pleasant, gentle smile came on her face.  She was not on her 

journey alone, but her faith in Jesus Christ gave her a constant companion.   

 

All those who encountered her were amazed and left inspired. Church members, family, medical teams, 

and nursing home staff wanted to know about her hope which overflowed from her small frail body.  When 

asked about her hope, she would smile and reply, “Jesus is good.”  That summed it up for her. 

 

We don’t know how we will respond to suffering until it happens.  Perhaps we can lean on the witness of 

others who have kept their faith despite times of suffering. Hopefully, we will find a deep reservoir of grace 

and gentleness which comes from our faith.   

1. In your life who has been a witness of faith during suffering? 

2. What have you learned about yourselves during times of suffering? 

3. What have you learned about God during difficulties? 

 

It can be said hope is both irresistible as well as irritating. For those who enjoy watching someone be 

crushed, then hope can get under the skin and be annoying.  Hope can baffle, confuse, and anger opponents 

and non-believers.  But for those who face daily challenges, hope is irresistible.  People will want to know 

more information.  “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting 

for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”  (1 Peter 3:15b-16 NRSV)   

4. Explain the hope that is in you. 

5. Why is it important to speak of Christ with gentleness and reverence? 

 

faith practice in daily life 
Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed 

 

It is in baptism Jesus claims us and marks us with the cross.  The water placed upon us is not to clean us 

from dirt, but instead to give us a new life in Christ.  We have been sealed by the Holy Spirit forever.  That 

allows us to dare to be hopeful, for we know Jesus paid an extreme price to bring us closer to God. 

 

Hope springs from our faith in Christ.  We can endure difficulties by the grace of God.  A byproduct of this 

response might be the opportunity to speak about the root of hope.   

6. Imagine conversations with three people:a young child, a person of no faith in Christ, and someone 

near death. Defend the hope you have within you.  

7. How do your words about your faith change depending on your audience?   

 

Prayer 

Gracious God, in times of suffering, draw us near to Christ.  Fill us with a spirit of gentleness and instill 

deep within us a hope from you alone.  And always, give us wisdom to articulate and defend the hope within 

us.  Amen 

 

last word                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Allow hope to be visible in your life.  

 


