
Trinity Tidings
DECEMBER 2015

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES

Family Worship at 4 p.m.

Candlelight Worship at 6 and 10 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP

9:30 a.m.

(There is no worship Thursday, December 31)

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
On Sunday, December 6 Trinity's Operation Christmas
offering will be collected. This offering is used to help
Trinity's ongoing support of the Fort Atkinson Food
Pantry and Integrated Counseling Services. Envelopes
for this purpose can be found in your offering packets or
you can use a pew envelope and mark it "Operation
Christmas." If you attend Thursday evening services,
your envelope can be placed in the offering plate on
December 3. Your help is greatly appreciated!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP!!

We need Communion Assistants,
Ushers and Nursery help.

Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the
Hearth Room!

2015
OFFERINGS

All contributions for this year
MUST be in the church office
by Sunday, December 27 to be
part of your 2015 giving
statement. Any offerings
received in the office after
that date will be counted as
2016 offerings.

Thank you!



Trinity English Lutheran Church Non-Profit Organization
314 Barrie Street U

Fort Atkinson, Wl 53538
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Fort Atkinson, Wl 53538

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 70...Jennifer, Bruce, Jr., Shawn and Lucas Satterlee; Joyce and John Satterlee, Barry
and Debbie Satterlee; Lee Satterlee; and Janice Arndt as they mourn the death of husband, father, son and brother, Bruce Satterlee.
May all be comforted by God's promise of eternal life to those who believe.
PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR...Larry Zell, Lynn Kramer, Dave Wallace, Leroy Ebert, Frank Mach, Pat Aspinwall, Erin Baker, Ray
Fuller, Nancy Renz, Orville Lee, Ray Walenton, Alyssa Haukom, Mike Wallace, Adam White, Roy Foss, Terry Gilkey, Betty Broome,
Zack Vurva, Alice Kolstad, Teresa Gaffner, Ciel Stende and Irene Reichert.

BOOKS & BLOGS

NOTE a change of date....The December discussion of Nadia Bolz-Weber's book
Pastrix will take place on Tuesday, December 15 instead of the original December
14 date. We will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the Hearth Room.

Join us!! Extra copies of Pastrix are available outside the church office for $12.
Read it and join us for our conversation about it. The more, the merrier! (If you
write a check, please make it out to Pastor Kim).



Advent* Conspiracy

The first Sunday in Advent is November 29. For many of us, the season leading up to Christmas feels like climbing on a
hamster wheel and not looking up until we've gotten through the month of parties, cookie swaps, school concerts,
shopping, holiday decorating, entertaining, traveling, etc. While we may look forward to the festivities in December,
they often leave us feeling frazzled and disappointed.

* What's Advent? I'm glad you asked. Advent is a season in the Church year that begins 4 Sundays before Christmas
and runs through Christmas Eve. It's a season of anticipation, preparation, hope and joy as we ready our hearts and
minds for the coming of Jesus: as we prepare to celebrate Jesus' first coming at Christmas, and as we prepare our hearts,
minds and lives for Jesus' promised second coming-whenever that may be.

Anyway, the idea of an "Advent Conspiracy" began in 2006, when a handful of pastors imagined a better
Advent/Christmas for their own communities of faith. Today, it's a global movement of people and churches who resist
the cultural craziness of consumption and asking this important question:

Can Christmas still change the world? As the "Advent Conspiracy" founders put it: The Christmas story is a story of
love, hope, redemption and relationship. So, what happened? How did it turn into stuff, stress and debt? Somehow,
we've traded the best story in the world for the story of what's on sale. In an effort to remind people of what Advent
and Christmas are really all about, the "Advent Conspiracy" is based upon these 4 tenets (from the AC website):

Worship Fully
It starts with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. This is the approach God has in mind for Christmas. It's a season where we are
called to put down our burdens and lift a song up to our God. It's a season where love wins, peace reigns, and a newborn
king is celebrated. It's the party of the year. Entering the story of Advent means entering this season with an
overwhelming passion to worship Jesus to the fullest.

Spend Less
Quick question for you: What was the one gift you remember getting for Christmas last year? Next question: What
about the fourth gift? Do you remember that one? Truth is many of us don't because it wasn't something we necessarily
wanted or needed. Spending less isn't a call to stop giving gifts; it's a call to stop spending money on gifts we won't
remember in less than a year. America spends around $600 billion dollars during the Christmas season, and much of that
is joyless and goes right onto a credit card. By spending wisely on gifts we free ourselves from the anxiety associated
with debt so we can take in the season with a full heart.

Give More
We know what you're thinking. "Wait, didn't they just say I should spend less, and yet here they are telling me to give
more? What's up with that?" The most powerful, memorable gift you can give to someone else is yourself. And nobody
modeled this more than Jesus. So what does this look like for you? Tickets to a ball game or the theater? A movie night?
The main point is simple: When it comes to spending time with those you love, it's all about quality, not quantity.

Love All
It all boils down to love. Love from a Savior. Love to a neighbor in need. By spending just a little less on gifts we free up
our resources to love as Jesus loves by giving to those who really need help. This is the conspiracy three churches began
a few years ago, and has since grown to an international movement where people have raised millions of dollars to love
others in life-changing ways. It's not that there's something wrong with the shopping mall—it's that the better story is
about loving all.

In Christ's service, Check out the video at AdventConspiracy.org

Pastor Kim



SUNDAY SCHOOL PROJECT XT
fh-T!

Our next outreach focus is the ELCA's
God's Global Barnyard project!!

All Sunday school offerings given on November 22, December 6 and 13 will go toward this
project. These are gifts that grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives. If you would
like to support this project, please write a check to Trinity Lutheran Church and mark it Sunday

Vs. _ ĵrtiC school project. The funds raised will purchase goats, pigs and chicks. More than 90% of your
gifts to the ELCA directly support programmatic work.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DATES TO REMEMBER

November 29—NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
December 6—Grades 4K—4 Christmas worship rehearsal during the Sunday school hour *,
December 13 - Grades 4K—4 Christmas worship during the 10:45 service M
December 20—We DO have Sunday school A
December 27—NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
January 3—We DO have Sunday school

GIVE THANKS FOR OUR TALENTED SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF

As a congregation we are richly blessed with a dedicated and talented volunteer Sunday school staff. One of
the best ways to show your appreciation is to simply take a moment and tell the teachers and aides thank you
for the time and talents they share with our students.

BOOK GROUP—NEW PARTICIPANTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!

The book group has selected Seven Spiritual Gifts of Waiting by Holly Whitcomb for our reading during the
Advent season. A product description states "We are impatient, "fix-it" kinds of people; and not all situations
can be fixed. This book presents seven spiritual gifts that waiting can teach us: Patience, Loss of Control,
Living in the Present, Compassion, Gratitude, Humility and Trusting in God. An excellent resource during
times of waiting within the church year, including Advent and Lent."

The plan with this book is to read it through and meet for a one time discussion on Saturday morning,
December 12 from 9—10:30 in the Hearth Room kitchen. The books are $10 and can be found in the church
office. Please put your name on the list when you pick it up.



Sunday, December 6 at 4 pm

We will be putting up a children's tree!
We need some kids

(and mom and dad helpers)
To put up the children's tree, make
ornaments and decorate the tree.

We will be putting up the BIG tree in the
Sanctuary.

We will be doing some light cleaning in
the Sanctuary.

Kitty's making soup, chili
and sandwiches for dinner.

Bring a dessert to share if you want to.

After dinner, we will put the finishing
touches on the tree and then

LIGHT IT!!!

We will end the evening singing
Christmas carols with Pastor Bryan

by the light of our tree.

So much fun!

Sign up on the bulletin board or email
Kitty.

Questions? kittysawyer@trinityfort.org

December
Youth and Families News!

Confirmation for
December

December 5
Confirmation class

9-11 am
December 10

Worship with the
Youth Director

6—8 pm

Mom's Night
White Elephant Gift Exchange

and CooKie Exchange
Friday, December 11 at 6=30 pm

Please bring a white elephant gift and 2
dozen home made cooKies or candies!
Babysitters will be here, please let me
Know how many Kids you are bringing.

Feed Your Soul
Thursday, December 17 from 4—6:30pm
It is Trinity's turn to prepare and serve the
Community dinner at the Methodist Church.

Why not take time out in this season to
serve others in need? A sign up sheet is

located by the front office.

Fellowship Committee
Tuesday, December 8

Come join us as we plan activities and events for the
new year.

We are hoping to add new members
to our committee.

Just show up at the meeting.
Very small time commitment, and it's fun!

Gift card order forms and
retailer lists are available in

front of the office.
A percentage of your order is

donated to Trinity Youth
without affecting your

Gift Card amount.
Orders will be placed on 12/7

and 12/14
Great Gifts for those hard to
buy for people on your list!

UPLIFT
Wednesday, Dec. 2
Shopping trip for

Christmas Neighbors
6:30—9 pm

LIFT
Wednesday, Dec. 9

Christmas Party!
Bring a white
elephant gift!

6:30
LIFT

Wednesday, Dec. 16
6:30

Christmas Neighbor
Gift Wrapping

No dinner

The Christmas Neighbor Tree is up!.
There are suggestions and sizes for

gifts on the tag.
Please keep your tag and

return your unwrapped gifts to the
office by Sunday, December 13.

LIFT will be wrapping them on
December 16.

We have 12 families and over 35
children this year!

and the

Come join us for a delightful
evening of dinner and theater!

We will dine first on a traditional
English Christmas dinner and

then off to the
theater we go!

Several members of Trinity are
in this production. The cost of

dinner and the theater is $15 per
person and includes your dinner

and theater ticket.

Please sign up on the bulletin
boar4

or email Kitty o^ Lisa.

Jtaditianal £ng£iaft. 3)inne*
Stoatt ffivt&ey.

Slaatted y<statoja>
dppie Sausage Stuffing.

Qiaoed Qawats
Cxaaffoviy, Sauce

ffufle

Coffee/mM

Cheek out the
Pay it Forward

Advent Calendar
Bulletin Board in the front

hallway. What a great way to
spend the Christinas season!
Take home a calendar to use!



DECEMBER 2015

Sunday
29
8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM Bells

6
Operation Christmas Offering
8:1 5 AM Worship
9:30 AM Bells
9:30 AM Education Hour
4:00 PM Hanging of the Greens &
Potluck

13
8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM Bells
9:30 AM Education Hour
10:45 AM Worship w/Christmas
Program

20
8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM Bells
9:30 AM Education Hour
9:30 AMLGSS
10:45 AM Worship

27
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
8:15 AM Worship
10:45 AM Worship

Monday
30

7

14

21

28

Tuesday
1
7:OOPMAA/AIAnon

8
10:00 AM Golden Living
Worship
7:00 PMAA/AIAnon
7:00 PM Committees

15
6:30 PM Books & Blogs
7:00 PMAA/AIAnon

22
7:00 PMAA/AIAnon
7:00 PM Council

29
7:00 PMAA/AIAnon

Wednesday
2
8:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal

9
8:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal

16
8:30 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Ruth Circle
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal

23
8:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Choir
Rehearsal

30
8:30 AM Staff Meeting

Thursday
3
7:00 PM Worship

10
9:15 AM Faith Circle
6:00 PM Worship
w/Youth Director
7:00 PM Worship

17
4:00 PM Feed Your
Soul
7:00 PM Worship

24
4:00 PM Worship
6:00 PM Worship
10:00 PM Worship

31
NO WORSHIP TODAY
OFFICE CLOSED

Friday
4
9:00 AM Respite
5:00 PM A Christmas
Carol Dinner & Theater

11
9:00 AM Respite

18
9:00 AM Respite

25
9:30 AM Worship

1
OFFICE CLOSED

Saturday
5
9:00 AM Confirmation

12

19

26

2



POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Please return this order form and $17 per plant to
the church office by Sunday, December 6, 2015.

Given by:_

Offering envelope number: Amount enclosed:

Given in honor of:

Given in memory of:_

Will pick up:

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Please return this order form and $17 per plant to
the church office by Sunday, December 6, 2015.

Given by:_

Offering envelope number: Amount enclosed:

Given in honor of:

Given in memory of:_

Will pick up:



A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR TRINITY-NEW PEW BIBLES!!

Our current pew Bibles are showing their age and that particular edition is no longer available.
So we need to purchase a new set for use in worship.

The new pew Bibles will cost $20 each. You may give ANY amount in the "Special Offering"
envelope included in this Tidings. (If you are receiving this Tidings via email, you will find
envelopes on the tables in the Narthex). If gifts exceed the required amount, the extra will go
toward replacing Sunday School Bibles when needed.

Thank you!!


